The Human Jesus
Lesson 5: Suffering God
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. PALM SUNDAY reading: John 12:12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him. 17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”
a. Discuss the differences between the disciples’ and the crowd’s reaction to Jesus. 
b. How come in 4 days the crowd’s reaction turned to “crucify him?”
c. What does this say about human nature?
3. Pastor Mongens says there are 3 kinds of suffering:
· Worldly Suffering: consequence of living in this sinful world like sickness, calamities, accidents, etc.;

· Chosen suffering: consequence of good or bad choices we make and choices others make that affect us for good or bad;

· Redemptive suffering:  Suffering that saves others
a. Share some experiences you have with worldly suffering that profoundly affected you or your family. 
b. Share some good or bad choices you made that completely changed the trajectory of your life.
c. Have you seen or even experienced the kind of suffering that saved others? What was it like to be up close and personal?
4. For the upcoming Passion Week, let’s meditate on Isaiah 53:3 He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all. 7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth.

5. Pray for each other.
