The Human Jesus
Lesson 3: Tempting God
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Here is the J.B. Phillips translation of Hebrews 4:14-15 Seeing that we have a great High Priest who has entered the inmost Heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to our faith. For we have no superhuman High Priest to whom our weaknesses are unintelligible—he himself has shared fully in all our experience of temptation, except that he never sinned.
a. What is the significance of Jesus sharing “fully in all our experience of temptation?”

b. Share a trial or temptation you experienced. How did you handle it?

c. How do you think Jesus would handle the same situation?
d. If you were to go through it again, what would you do different knowing Jesus understands you? 
3. Read the 3 temptations of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). Pastor Mongens summarized them as:
· SELF-SATISFACTION: Stone to bread
 -I deserve it

· SELF-SIGNIFICANCE: Jump and caught by angels -see what I can do

· SELF-SERVING: Give in to Satan -short-cut vs. obedience 
a. Jesus countered Satan using the Bible. Can you think of other weapons He used? 

b. Share situations in your life that illustrate the three temptations.
c. What can you learn from how Jesus handled it?
4. 1 Corinthians 10:12 If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. 13 The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.
a. Ever felt that some of your struggles are beyond what you can handle?

b. How does it feel that the Bible says God knows your limit? 
c. Pastor Mongens talks about “escape routes” as a way out. When is the best time to learn your escape routes in temptation? Think muscle memory!
5. Pray for each other.
