Living In Love
Lesson 4: Neighbor Love
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Luke 10: 25 Now an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you understand it?” 27 The expert answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 28 Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
a. What was your earliest conscious experience of loving someone?
b. Looking back, how did that experience help you understand love?
c. How has your understanding of love changed over time?
3. The 10 commandments are listed in Exodus 20. The summary is written in Deuteronomy 6:4 “Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 6 And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today.
a. What are the differences between Deuteronomy 6 and Luke 10?

b. React to Pastor Mongens’ statement that it is not possible to love without obedience to obligations. 
c. Share how obedience to obligations helped you to learn love.

4. Read the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-37. Pastor Mongens made 3 observations:

1. You are the neighbor when you see a need.
a. Share a situation where you became a neighbor not because you knew the person but because the need came up and you “happen to be there.”
b. How did it feel to be able to help in that situation?
2. Loving your neighbor costs comfort, time, money, sometimes more involvement
a. Share an experience where someone was a neighbor to you?
b. How hard was it to receive grace from people you hardly know?

3. Loving your neighbor is directly tied to your loving God.

a. React with these 2 Bible verses:

1 John 4:12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

1 John 4:20 If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see?
5. Pray for each other.
