Unnamed Heroes of the Christmas Story
Lesson 1: The Shepherds
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Pastor Mongens made this statement:

     Christianity is not about great people doing great things for God;

     Christianity is about ordinary people, doing ordinary things for a great God

a. What do you think about the above statement?
b. What are some ordinary things you can do for a great God?  

3. Read Luke 2:8-20.
a. What would be the equivalent of shepherds in today’s society?

b. How would you feel that God chose to reveal the great news of the Messiah to them?
c. How would you reconcile the angel’s message: …a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. …(but)... a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” (verses 11-12)?

d. If you were with the shepherds, would you have responded like they did with immediate obedience (verse 16)?  

e. Verse 20: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. Seems that their work and status may not have changed; how do you think their lives changed?

f. How do the following verses alter your perception of shepherds?
· God reminded David: “I took you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel.” (2 Samuel 7:8)

· The Lord is my shepherd (Psalm 23:1)

· Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. (1 Peter 2:25)
4. Luke 2:19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. If you were Mary, what would this look like for you?
5. Pray for each other.
