Unity As We Relate to Christ 
Lesson 5
1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. As a review, Pastor Mongens showed 5 points in John 17:20-23:

· Our Goal: The world will believe God sent Jesus.
· Our Strategy: May Christians experience perfect unity

· Our Model: God and Jesus are in perfect unity
· Our Help: Jesus is praying that Christians will all be in unity
· Our Means: Jesus has given us the glory God gave Him

The task of Christian unity has been entrusted to us. There is no plan B!

3. Read Philippians 1:15-18
a. How come we pay close attention to other people’s motivations?

b. React to how Paul gives a lot of leeway, even to preachers with impure motives.  

3. From William Barclay’s Daily Study Bible; Philippians 22:1-2 If the fact that you are in Christ has any power to influence you, if love has any persuasive power to move you, if you really are sharing in the Holy Spirit, if you can feel compassion and pity, complete my joy, for my desire is that you should be in full agreement, loving the same things, joined together in soul, your minds set on the one thing.
Paul gives 4 conditions why Christian unity is possible:

• Because you are united with Christ 

• Because you have been changed by the love of Christ 

• Because the Holy Spirit is living in you

• Because of Christ you can feel compassion and pity
a. Knowing the 4 conditions, where is the difficulty for Christian unity for you?
b. When we focus on the weaknesses and faults of other Christians, it is easier for us to divide. How can we focus more on what Christ has done for us as impetus for unity? 

4. Substitute Jesus for the word love in 1 Corinthians 13: 4 JESUS is patient, JESUS is kind. JESUS does not envy, JESUS does not boast, JESUS is not proud. 5 JESUS does not dishonor others, JESUS is not self-seeking, JESUS is not easily angered, JESUS keeps no record of wrongs. 6 JESUS does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 JESUS always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 JESUS never fails.
a. In what ways does using the name of Jesus help you understand love?
b. In order to grow as a Christian, you will have to put your name in. Which of these love qualities would you like to grow in?

c. How can we encourage each other to grow in love?

5. Pray for each other.
