Unity As We Relate to Church
Lesson 3
Here are our songs for Sunday worship:

Alive and Breathing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYUJjsgd96k
He is Exalted

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XobOB5liDo
Way Maker

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCpbeVFgs4E
Discussion: 

1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Following Paul in Romans 13:1-5, 1 Peter 2:13 Submit to every human authority because of the Lord, whether to the Emperor as the supreme authority 14 or to governors as those sent out by him to punish those who do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good. 15 For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing good. 16 As God’s slaves, live as free people, but don’t use your freedom as a way to conceal evil. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the Emperor. (HCSB)
a. How come neither Paul nor Peter condemn the rulers but instead speaks on how Christians should live under oppression?
b. Given situations when our freedoms are curtailed, how can we, “As God’s slaves, live as free people” (verse 16)? 
c. What does it mean to “honor the emperor”?
3. Jeremiah 17:9 The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is?
a. Give instances to where you see the human heart can become wicked?
b. How can Ezekiel 36:26 “And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart” help counter the wicked heart? 
4. Read Romans 14. It deals with food and holy days. The Old Testament had food laws that were later repealed (Acts 10:9-16) and a strict Sabbath law (Exodus 20:8-11) where Jesus often conflicted with the Pharisees.    

a. How does it feel that Paul gives much freedom for the Christian to observe these?
b. How do we as Christians shift from rules of actual observance to acts that give HONOR to God and as THANKSGIVING to God (verse 6). 
c. What are some “Christian laws” you observe now that may need to come under Paul’s way of freedom?
5. In The Message, Romans 14:22-23 Cultivate your own relationship with God, but don’t impose it on others. You’re fortunate if your behavior and your belief are coherent. But if you’re not sure, if you notice that you are acting in ways inconsistent with what you believe—some days trying to impose your opinions on others, other days just trying to please them—then you know that you’re out of line. If the way you live isn’t consistent with what you believe, then it’s wrong.
a. What does it mean to be consistent in your belief and actions?
b. John 10:27 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” How can we maintain honesty in our hearing the voice of God?
c. Instead of correcting others, how can we help people hear the voice of God?

6. Pray for each other.
