Unity As We Relate to Power
Lesson 2
Discussion: 

1. Share your thoughts on Pastor Mongens’ message.
2. Jesus said the following in John 15:18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you.”
a. What do you think are the reasons the world hates Christians?

b. What do you think Jesus means by “we are IN the world but not OF the world?”
c. How do you see this conflict manifest in your own life experience?

3. Read John 17:14-18. Jesus assures us that we can succeed in the world because He has given us the Word of God and that He is praying for us.
a. How does the Word of God help us live the Christian life well?
b. When we pray for someone, we are advocating on their behalf to God. How does it feel that Jesus Himself is the one advocating to God the Father on your behalf?
4. Read Romans 13:1-5. 

a. How should our attitude be towards our government, whichever party rules?

b. Interact with this statement by Pastor Mongens: “A ruler, given the combination of personality, upbringing, sinful nature and circumstances, can be a force for evil or good.”

c. Do you find the above statement this makes sense on a personal level?

d. When government becomes unjust, what should Christians do? 

5. Ezekiel 36:24 For I will gather you up from all the nations and bring you home again to your land. 25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will no longer worship idols. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.
a. How do you feel that God can transform our heart?
b. Share areas in your life where your heart has been stubborn and in need of transformation by God.
c. What are the advantages of a tender, responsive heart?

4. As united brothers and sisters, pray that our government will be a force for good and not evil.
